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REE: ROTTERDAM 0155 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . PUBLIC HEARING BEFORE SPECIFIC ALLY APPOINTED FOUR-MAN APPEALS 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF MUNICIPAL COUNCIL OF ROTTERDAM TOOK PLACE ON 
AFTERNOON OF MARCH 18, DURING WHICH OXIRANE STATED ITS CASE 

IN APPEAL OF 4.5 MILLION GUILDER FINE LEVIED AGAINST IT BY 
CITY AS RESULT OF DECEMBER 1, 1974 INCIDENT. OPEN SESSION, 
REQUESTED BY OXIRANE, WAS HEAVILY ATTENDED BY PUBLIC AND PRESS. 
HARBOR ALDERMAN VAN DER POLS (PVDA) WAS ALSO PRESENT. HEARING 
WAS CALM AND ORDERLY TO POINT OF ENNUI. 

2. OXIRANE'S CASE, PRESENTED BY ITS COUNSEL I. R. VOUTE AND 
ILLUSTRATED BY CHARTS AND SCHALE MODEL OF ITS PLANT, CAME OUT 
STRONGLY AGAINST "IRRESPONSIBLE" METHODS USED BY EXECUTIVE 
COUNCIL IN ITS HANDLING OF AFFAIR. THERE WERE, IN FACT, 

NO "POISONOUS GAS CLOUDS", PHRASE OFTEN USED IN CITY'S 
EARLY REPORTS AND ITS "POLITICALLY MOTIVATED" LEVYING OF 
SUCH HUGH FINE. AS ARGUED BY VOUTE, FIRM THAT WAS FOUND 
LIABLE IN SUCH CASE SHOULD ORDINARILY RECEIVE ONLY TOKEN FINE. 
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LEGAL AUTHORITY FOR ADJUDICATING POLLUTION LAW VIOLATIONS IS 
VESTED IN RIJNMOND COUNCIL THROUGH PROVINCE OF SOUTH HOLLAND. 
THAT BODY HAS NOT FOUND OXIRANE IN VIOLATION OF ANY LAW, WHILE 
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL BASED ITS FINE ON AN ASSUMPTION OF SUCH 
VIOLATION. EXECUTIVE COUNCIL FURTHER MAINTAINS THAT OXIRANE 
WAS DERELICT IN ITS DUTY TO REPORT VENTING OF GASES, 

CHARGE OXIRANE COUNTERS BY POINTING OUT THAT THEY ARE REQUIRED 
TO MAKE SUCH REPORTS ONLY IN CASE OF DANGER TO LIFE OR PROPERTY, 
WHILE SUCH DANGER NEVER EXISTED IN DECEMBER I INCIDENT. 

3. SUBCOMMITTEE IS EXPECTED TO FILE ITS REPORT BEFORE FULL 
MUNICIPAL COUNCIL IN MID- APRIL. 

CHRISTIANO 
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